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When I was six years old I
shot a gun for the first time. 

I shot a Crosman Model 760 BB gun. 
I hit the bull’s-eye on my first shot. 
From that point on, I knew what 
my passion was. Now I am 13 and I 
shoot prairie dogs at more than 1,000 
yards away.

I go prairie dog hunting by 
Mobridge, South Dakota, with my 
dad, Vern Blonigen. He taught me 
how to shoot and he is my inspira-
tion for hunting.

The first time I went prairie 
doggin’ (that is what we call prai-
rie dog hunting) I was petrified to 
get out of the truck because of the 
rattlesnakes. I thought they would 
be everywhere. When I finally got 

enough courage to get out of the 
truck, I nervously hopped out. Then 
about five seconds later my courage 
ran out and I jumped back into the 
truck. My dad literally had to carry 
me out of the truck. Then I shot my 
first prairie dog at about 45 yards. 
My score was one for one. The next 
shot I missed. I thought that because 
my score was ruined that I might as 
well quit, but I didn’t.

About the second or third time 
I went prairie doggin’, I shot my 
545-yarder. It took me two shots at 
545 yards. At that time I was not a 
member of the V.H.A., so it did not 
count for the 500 Yard Club.  :(   I shot 
the 545-yarder with a .223 Ackley 
with an 80-grain A-Max bullet. 

The next summer when we 
went prairie doggin’, I arrived 
as a member. Because I shot my 
548-yarder on this trip, I quali-
fied for the 500 Yard Club.  :)  My 
dad verified my shot. He also is a 
member of the V.H.A. On this hunt 
I shot the 548-yarder with a 22 BR 
with a 55-grain Ballistic Tip bullet. 
Then my dad shot a 592-yarder and 
a 601-yarder. I verified his shots. 
He now qualified for the 500 Yard 
Club.  : )  He shot the 592-yarder and 
the 601-yarder with a 6 BR using an 
87-grain V-Max bullet.

When I went back to school 
with all the bragging rights, nobody 
believed me. They all said, “That’s 
too far” and “Guns can’t shoot that 

Say Your Prayers, Varmints ~ This Girl’s Got AIM
          Youth Member Kelly Blonigen

the most accurate shooting at longer 
ranges is to use range tables that I have 
developed myself. Whatever method 
you choose, to consistently be accurate 
at longer ranges requires that you prac-
tice at those distances. Missing a prairie 
dog at long range is no big deal, but if 
you are going to hunt big game at those 
distances you risk causing unnecessary 
suffering to the animal if you cannot 
make a clean shot. I also try not to forget 
that even my tables are not foolproof. 
They are a good place to start at the 
beginning of the day, but don’t forget to 
include your experience with the table. 
If you think a bright, low angle sun will 
pull your bullet impacts, don’t be afraid 
to make that adjustment.
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far” and “Scopes can’t see that far” 
and “It’s all a lie.” But it wasn’t. I 
had proof.

The next time my dad and I 
went prairie doggin’, I had my hopes 
set high for a 1,000 yarder. My dad 
had his hopes set higher for a 1,000 
yarder. See, my dad had already shot 
a 1,115 yarder, but the catch was he 
had no V.H.A. members with him to 
verify his shot.

It was my dad’s turn to shoot 
first and he said, “Say your prayers, 
varmint.” He always says that be-
fore he shoots. It must be good luck 
because he shot a 1,023 yarder. I 
verified his shot. He qualified for 
the 1,000 Yard Club.  : )  Then it was 
my turn to shoot. I shot and hit one, 
but it went up the mound and rolled 
down the outside of the mound. 
Then it crawled up and it fell inside 

V.H.A. member Kelly Blonigen got started shooting prairie dogs in South 
Dakota using her father's rifle. She qualified twice for the 1000 Yard Club.

Not to be outdone by his daughter, Vern Blonigen also qualified for the 1000 
Yard Club when the two hunted prairie dogs together.

the mound. We didn’t even go to 
look, because the holes are like vacu-
ums. They suck in the prairie dogs 
and “Poof,” they are gone.

The next day the weather was 
really windy, but I tried it anyway. 
I hit one. We watched it for about 
ten minutes. Those were the longest 
ten minutes of my life. We then 
drove the four-wheeler out there 
and found the dog at 1,023 yards. I 
said that it couldn’t be true because 
nobody would believe us, but it was 
true. When I was walking around 
seven yards closer there was a dead 
dog in a mound like a bowl. It had no 
tunnel at the end. It was the dog that 
I shot the day before,  at 1,016 yards 
away. So actually I shot two dogs 
at more than 1,000 yards away. My 
dad verified both of them. I quali-
fied for the 1,000 Yard Club. : ) The 
1,023 yarders and the 1,016 yarder 
were shot with a 223 Ackley with 
an 80-grain Berger VLD bullet. The 
rifle was smithed by Jerry Simison. 

When I went back to school 
even more people did not believe 
me. They again said, “It was too far. 
Guns can’t shoot that far. Scopes 
can’t see that far.” Then I got my 
certificates in the mail and took them 
to school. Then some people started 
to believe me. Then, to make things 
even better, both my dad and I had 
our picture in the V.H.A. magazine, 
Issue #86.  : )  I took the magazine to 
school and showed all my doubters. 
Finally they believed me. I felt like I 
was famous. It was awesome!

I think that everyone should 
have the chance to find their own 
passion. Whether it is to sing, to 
dance, or whatever. You have to get 
out and try different things and find 
you own passion. Good Luck!  : )

I would like to thank The Var-
mint Hunters Association for all 
they have done. I would like to 
thank Larry and Linda Fischer from 
Mobridge, South Dakota, for letting 
us hunt on their land. Thanks to my 
dad for helping me find my true 
passion. Thanks to my family and 
friends for supporting me. A special 
thanks to Jerry Simison for our guns.

Thanks – Member Kelly Marie 
Blonigen.  : )
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SALT CAMP
CABINS

Thank you to our guests who made
this season so enjoyable.

The shooting was better than we thought 
it was going to be, thanks in part to the 
efforts of some excellent Tribal guides. 

We look forward to seeing old friends and 
meeting new ones next season. Have a 
good winter and don't forget to reload!

Charlie and JJ Moe
Salt Camp Cabins and B&B

Rosebud, SD
saltcamp@gwtc.net
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